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Freedom IS Free by Terry Read 
     I never had the chance to hear my Dad talk about his time in 
the Army during World War II. He died before I was old enough to 
have such conversations. But like many wartime veterans, he may 
not have chosen to share the depth of that experience even with 
his son, especially what happened on the battlefield. Serving in 
the European theater, he ended up fighting in what became 
known as the Battle of the Bulge, where he was wounded, along 
with about 89,000 other allied soldiers. He was one of the more 
than 800,000 combatants to fight in this brutal and bloody battle 
in which nearly 120,000 men lost their lives. It began as a surprise 
attack by German forces and ended up with devastating losses to 
their ranks and ultimately led to their surrender.  

            I will always be deeply proud of my father’s role in the cause             
of freedom as we know and understand it through the founding  

principles of the United States and as it was defended in the Second World War. While differing perspectives ex-
ist on the decisions of the U.S. and other allied forces in the overall execution of the war effort and conclusion, 
the fact remains that I am an heir of the freedom for which thousands and thousands sacrificed limb and life. To 
say that I am grateful for this legacy pales alongside the cost paid by so many. Such freedom, we know, is sadly 
not given freely. As we near the Fourth of July once again, I am reminded of this freedom and the steep price 
paid for it. 
     I can’t recall the freedom and liberty of my country, however, without remembering in the same moment the 
words of a hymn that stirred my soul the first time I sang it and every time since:  

This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine.  
My land is home, the country where my heart is: a land of hopes, of dreams, of grand design; but other hearts 
in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

“This is My Song” by Lloyd Stone - ©1962 Lorenz Publishing 

     To recognize the equality of “other hearts in other lands” gives me a growing perspective of the worth of all 
persons and the ongoing sinfulness of war. Celebrating my freedom as an American can never be without an 
equal awareness of the just quest for freedom that all human beings seek. As a follower of Jesus Christ, my na-
tionality is no longer primary; I am first a citizen of the kingdom of God (daunting though that role is). 
     I also cannot recall the freedom and liberty of my country without recognizing the other freedom I have (or at 
least it’s mine to receive). It is a freedom that is far greater and more lasting, is available not only for those living 
in a “free” country but also for anyone, and yet is surprisingly rare. It was won for us not on a battlefield, but on 
the human landscape of life and death by the One known as the Prince of Peace. I have witnessed the fruits of 
this freedom in the lives, attitudes, and behaviors of people who live under  the rule of a dictator as well as peo-
ple who live under the shadow of crippling and unrelenting poverty. I have seen the pure joy of a young woman 
who, in her dire poverty, gave of her meagerness open-handedly;  I have heard the unbreakable faith and hope  
          
         (Continued next page) 
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Freedom IS Free (Continued from Page 1) 
 
of a father who lives hand to mouth, yet speaks of the clear joy he feels 
from caring for his children. In my and in others’ experiences of travel 
into settings of oppression and poverty, these are not rare but common 
stories. Why is this a freedom I have known but fleetingly? How is it that 
in these people who are among the world’s poorest and whom the world 
would say are among the least free, I sense a freedom and richness of 
spirit that elude me? Why am I so reluctant, even willfully resistant to let 
go of what I have convinced myself is necessary for my happiness in or-
der to simply embrace the freedom to be and live and experience God’s 
joy right in front of me?  
     We sing of this freedom in the poignant words of Carl Daw in his text 
for, “God of the Future” (CCS 360): 
     Widen our vision to grasp a mission broader than any we 

dream on our own; help us surrender all that would hinder our full 
intention to be yours alone. or our forebodings give us a fore  taste 

of all you call us to do and to be; God of the future, still lead us forward to live as people  whom Christ 
has set free. 

     So as you consider the freedoms you enjoy, take some time to ponder the greatest freedom of all and how it’s 
right there for you to grasp…and then let go.  

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
Romans 8:2 

 

 
     Hello from El Cajon!  We had a great Easter season this year.  We 
celebrated Maundy Thursday at our congregation with a Christian 
Passover Seder.   We celebrated by telling the story of Passover and 
enjoying the food of the season.  Our Easter Sunday service was 
also full of worship and celebration.  After the service we had an 
Easter egg hunt that many children attended. 
     We want to thank everyone for the prayers for Ryan Wilcox.  He 
had his bone marrow transplant and is doing very well!  We contin-
ue to ask for prayers that he will continue to regain strength and 
health in the next few months.  
     Our congregation is going to have some fun activities in the next 
few months and it will give people an opportunity to fellowship to-
gether.  Our first activity is a 4th of July swim party and potluck meal 
at Marsha Arehart’s home.  In October we are having a Luau and 
Barbeque at Cheryl Dailey’s home and in December there will be a 
progressive dinner in celebration of Christmas.  Everyone is invited!  
If you would like to attend, please contact Dianne Cooper at        
diannecooper@cox.net or Cheryl Dailey at cheryld@ckdlaw.com.  
We look forward to spending time with everyone this year! 
 

Photo by Bob B. Thomas 

El Cajon News by Evelyn Smith 
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TO:     Southwest International Mission Center 
CC:     Apostle Ron Harmon 
 
Dear friends, 
 
     Greetings to each of you in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ. 
 
     This message is written to share with the members and friends of both mission centers a resolution 
for the merger of our two jurisdictions. The resolution - attached - will be added to the agenda of each 
mission center's conference agenda this coming autumn. We hope that by sharing this resolution now, 
well in advance of our conferences, more than sufficient opportunity for its consideration - both infor-
mally and formally - can occur. 
     Over the last five years, as I have served as president of both mission centers, there has been more 
and more of a movement toward and openness to our joining together as one jurisdiction. That factor 
alone, however, has not been sufficient reason to reconsider the question which has been  
formally posed on two occasions in the last six years. The more recent news of the church's budget 
crunch, however, and its implications for World Church staffing prompt us to seriously look once more 
at the opportunity of becoming one mission center. One of these implications is the elimination of 
World Church budget funding for USA mission center presidents, meaning that, absent sufficient local 
funding for the position, finding a volunteer mission center president will be required. 
     This resolution has been shared with the SwIMC Council and they are supportive of it being pro-
posed. At our upcoming Reunion, we will have opportunity for discussion of the merger proposal along 
with consideration of options for funding our mission center leadership. In addition, we anticipate 
scheduling more opportunity for informal consideration of these matters and their implications for our 
future. 
     For now, we request your prayerful consideration and discernment as we reflect upon the next faith-
ful steps in our ongoing journey of mission with Jesus Christ. 
 
Shalom, 
Terry 

 

Southwest International Mission Center Newsletter is e-published quarterly by the Community of 

Christ Southwest International Mission Center, 4467 Mt. Castle Ave, San Diego, CA 921174804. 

Comments—Articles to: swimcnews@earthlink.net  

Editor—Terry Read. Coordinator, Layout, Graphic Designer: John Kazyaka 

Priesthood and Leaders Workshop 

October 17, 2015 

mailto:swimcnews@earthlink.net
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"The Possibilities" 

S ky Walker was blessed on Mothers Day by Ted and Gail Biller. It was a 
beautiful worship beginning with Doug Hardy presiding and reading a scrip-
ture about our command to love one another. Then praise songs were led 
by Sandy Hardy. Sky's grandmother, Denise Hawley spoke about the im-
portance of community. Sean Davis offered a prayer reminding us of our 
opportunities to offer thanks. The congregation wrote wishes to Sky on spe-
cial butterflies that she will always have in a memory box. In conclusion, we 
continued in the celebration of love by presenting flowers to all of the moms! 

 
 
 
 
 

Clairemont News by Lora Davis 

Aaron Alexander Ruiz 
graduated in May 16, 
2015 with a degree in 
Technology Manage-
ment. 

O n May 17 Anna Marie Davis 
shared her experiences with us of 
volunteering for "Sleepless in San 
Diego". All of these t-shirts and socks 
were collected to donate to people 
without homes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

G oody-Bags 
were made contain-
ing essentials plus 
snacks to give to 
persons without 
homes that we 
come across in our 
everyday travels.  

Chris Hardy and Chris 
are engaged 
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Escondido by Irene Olson 
 

 W e're off to a new year with our youth programs. The first activity of the year was a 
Journey Taker trip to Ventura. Five young people from Escondido attended the event. It rained the 
whole time they were in Ventura but they seemed to enjoy the activities and just being together. There 
were twelve attendees at the event and they provided the Sunday morning service. After a branch pot-
luck we all drove home (it was a long drive) and everyone is looking forward to the next activity.  
 On Sunday, January 25 the children participated in the service by constructing models for places 
of refuge. Some of them were very fanciful. 
 Junior High Snow Camp was very well attended. Thirteen campers from Escondido and other 
congregations sent kids as well, so there were lots of friends sharing together. The theme centered on 
living your dreams. We hope that the kids were inspired to seek greater goals for their lives. 
 The Senior High kids attended Snow Camp one week later (although still no snow). That group of 
kids really likes to be together. Their theme was similar to the Junior High Camp but geared a little old-
er. Kyle is a great director (even if he lost his voice). 
 Our congregation has formed a Youth Advisory group to help organize Christian Education, kids 
social activities, recruitment of helpers and generally to stimulate interest in youth programs. As a re-
sult we will be having a Youth Worker Class on April 12 so we can use more people in our programs. 
Don Wiley used most of the children in a representation of the Jews travelling in the wilderness for a 
service on March 15. Those travelers complained and complained (a part the kids had a lot of fun play-
ing). They did a good job and enjoyed themselves in the process. 
 Journey Takers met in Escondido on March 20 - 22. It was a small group (6 kids), but they had a 
unique experience trying to initiate conversations with total strangers at the Mall. They were trying to 
improve their skills at approaching people. The Junior High Cooking group prepared dinner for the Sen-
ior High Journey Takers and did a very good job. The older group planned and presented the service on 
Sunday and did a wonderful job. The branch planned a potluck and everyone went away filled with food 
and friendship. 
 On Sunday March 29, the young people of the congregation prepared and presented the Palm 
Sunday Service. It was really a celebration of Holy Week and the kids did a marvelous job. Woven in and 
out of a story about a young boy living the real Holy Week were testimonies, short talks, prayers and 
music. The congregation put together Resurrection Eggs to take home to help them remember the 
events of the week and to prepare for Easter Sunday. The kids made the eggs and boxes to put them in. 
It was a very spirit- and activity-filled service.  
 Bobbi's Wednesday group continues to thrive with new kids joining periodically. There are 
sometimes as many as twenty kids in attendance. It is a wonderful ministry for our neighborhood. 

 

Snow at Buckhorn Camp  
on May 15, 2015 
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Recognition or SENIOR ABUSE & SCAMS.  By Denise Leicher—Shamrock Ministries Coordinator  

 
  June 15th was the National Day of Recognition. I completed a full day of continuing education  
on this topic last month, and the news just keeps getting scarier for predators seeking out vulnerable 
seniors.  
     Here are a few of the most current Phone Scams that are being received in our communities and 
homes. 
 

1.   Grandparent scam...Hi Grandma, this is Kelly and I'm in jail and need bail money wired right 
away...please don't call mom or dad; I'm so embarrassed and scared. 

 
 2. Sheriff/Police Deputy calls notifying you of a warrant for your arrest.  They then demand         

financial information or purchasing a pre-paid card to pay the fines and avoid arrest. 
 

3. IRS is calling to handle an outstanding tax due with threat of a lien on property or 
      arrest.  They want your credit card information to settle the account. 
 
4.  Healthcare and Health Insurance needing your Medicare details 
 
DO NOT PROVIDE INFORMATION TO ANYONE ON THESE CALLS...GET A NUMBER TO CALL BACK, 

AND NOTIFY THE POLICE AND SEEK LOCAL ADVICE IN YOUR AREA.  I love this response offered by a sen-
ior scammed once..."but never again".  I keep a whistle near the phone, and when I am pretty sure I am 
being targeted for a scam, I blow the whistle over the phone as hard and long as I can and then say 
“shame on you" and hang up.    

There are Funeral & Cemetery, Telemarketing, Charity, Construction calls after damage or losses in a 
specific community, and many more frauds and scams out there.  Don't buy from unknown companies, 
be wary of the free deals with immediate need to sign documents and provide financial details for unso-
licited services.  

If you become the victim of any type of abuse, fraud or a scam...REPORT IT IMMEDIATELY!  It can 
help you and others. 

 

     On April 26, a few of our young adults and one senior high youth shared with the Clairemont Congre-
gation.  The congregation generously contributed to the summer camping/SPEC program. Hopefully 
more young people can share after the summer's experiences. 
     There are 8, possible 9 senior high youth planning to attend SPEC this summer.  In addition four of 
those young people are planning to attend the Journey Takers Caravan and take the message of God's 
Love on the road.  
     Mark DeGregg had started a new program that will hopefully encourage our younger members to 
arrive at church on time for Sunday school. On Sunday mornings at 8:45 he serves a wonderful break-
fast for anyone that is there.  The kitchen is only open from 8:45 to 9:00.  So, remember "early arrivals 
get breakfast." 
      

Escondido Revisited by Irene Olson 

 Continued Page 8 
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Park News by Tami Perryman 

 
 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

           Ephesians 3:20-21 
      “Accomplishing abundantly far more” was never a goal for Bob Calhoon, yet it was his triumph in life. He was 
a modest man, quiet, but full of good humor and compassion. He built a life with his wife Billie, which glorified 
God. Bob served as a priest in the Vista Community of Christ. For those of us who were blessed to have had an 
opportunity to know Bob, his life was full of trials and adventures, but most importantly, his life was full of love.       
There was always great joy when Bob would come into our Sunday gathering. People would greet him at the car 
and walk with him up the ramp and into the sanctuary. He had a special place to sit that was reserved just for 
him, and everyone knew how he took his coffee; he never had to ask for a cup. When he could no longer come 
to church, we took turns visiting him. Friends from the park drove to his nursing home just to let him know he 
was missed on Sunday. 
     Brother Bob slipped quietly from this world on April 6, 2015. There was no fanfare, no suffering, just a peace-
ful movement from our presence into God’s presence, and for that we are truly thankful. Bob’s legacy lives on in 
the hearts of all who loved him. Bob did accomplish abundantly far more in his life, and he chose to share his 
abundance with the church and the community. His legacy lives on at Graceland University, Community of Christ 
world church, Community of Christ - Vista Congregation, Buckhorn Camp, Outreach International, and his wife 
Billie’s personal ministerial outreach, Women’s Resource Center in Oceanside. Bob, along with his wife Billie, 
lived out all of the mission initiatives. They are shining examples of how to glorify Jesus Christ and serve the 
church for all generations. Thank you Bob and Billie Calhoon, good and faithful servants. 

We make a joyful noise both 
inside the Park Church and 
outside in the park. 

Everyone loves our  mascot,  
Giovanni or G-bird for short. 

Westley and Paul snacking 
before services. 

Making a joyful noise outside 
in the park. 

Bob and Billy Calhoon 

“Thank God it’s Sunday” as 
Jeff, Evelyn and Steve wait in 
line for the food. 

   Continued next page 
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Continued from page 7 

 
Other News: 
     The Park Church was blessed to have the ministry of Daniel Harmon and his wife, Emily Rose, for our Easter 
celebration. We started our day with a bountiful Easter brunch, and ended with joyful music and celebration of 
our Lord’s resurrection. 
     We would also like to give a big THANK YOU to our Congregational Support Minister, Evangelist Don Wiley, 
whose ministry is always inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
     The Park Church has been gathering monthly for a time of spiritual renewal where we participate in different 
forms of spiritual practices. In May we joined together in dwelling in prayer, and utilized the Prayer of Disruption 
(by Joyce Rupp), which is becoming the Park Church’s mantra. During our sharing time, it was mentioned that 
since we have started our ministry in the park, lives are changing. In the beginning of our ministry we saw a lot of 
anger and even some violence taking place in the park. Now we see an attitude of loving acceptance and respect 
from our friends and from our congregation members. There is joy in working together, celebration in each per-
sonal accomplishment and prayer for each concern. We are “community”, with God at our core. 
 

Prayer of Disruption: 
     Divine Challenger, when did I stop risking? When did I lose my edge for adventure and surprise? When did I 
stat pretending that what I now know is all there is to know? When did I give in to fear and bow to security? 
When did I let uncertainty press against my free spirit? When did I start moving toward the sure and easy thing? 
When did I give away my ability to be disturbed? When did I start refusing to pay the price for fuller depth and 
joy? When did I let panic of the unknown future wrap its barbed wire fingers around my desire to grow? Inner 
source of courage, nudge me toward growth. Urge me away from my strongholds. Convince me of my potential 
to leap beyond the barriers. 

   

   Dani Lindamood and "friends" held a yard sale on Saturday, June 20 to benefit the campership fund. 
People were very generous so there was "stuff" to sell. The “Wednesday Kids” made signs to hang in 
the church windows to get the word out. 
     Four of our Senior High youth left on June 19 to go on caravan with the Southern California and 
Southwest International Mission centers.  There were a total of 6 kids who were able to attend.  Those 
kids had a fabulous experience. They travelled to Las Vegas the first night, then went on to Salt Lake 
City where they did some site seeing in Temple Square. The air conditioning went out on their first day 
out, so they travelled in 100 + temperatures the rest of the trip.   
     They shared three services during the weekend, one in Salt Lake City, one in northern Utah and the 
last one at Hagerman, Idaho.  The kids felt extremely welcomed by these congregations and really en-
joyed sharing with them.  On Monday they drove up the Provo Valley where they went on a dramatic 
Zip Line run with terrific panoramic views of the valley below.  They also had a short white water raft 
trip.  The return trip was Tuesday. By the time they reached the Upland church, they didn't want to 
break up.  They were very bonded together, but they are looking forward to seeing each other again at 
Reunion followed by SPEC. On Easter we had breakfast at the church.  On May 10th, Daniel Harmon, 
Mission Center Assistant Financial Officer, was guest minister.  On June 21 our guest speaker was Curtis 
Lee. His wife is Lynette is Lana Parrish's sister. 

Escondido Revisited (Continued from Page 6) 
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